
 
 
 

“PARTNERS IN THE VISION” – Mark Wilkinson 
 
 

Ephesians 4:16-22 MSG 
Christ brought us together through his death on the cross. The Cross got us to embrace, and 
that was the end of the hostility. Christ came and preached peace to you outsiders and peace to 
us insiders. He treated us as equals, and so made us equals. Through him we both share the 
same Spirit and have equal access to the Father. 
That’s plain enough, isn’t it? You’re no longer wandering exiles. This kingdom of faith is now 
your home country. You’re no longer strangers or outsiders. You belong here, with as much 
right to the name Christian as anyone. God is building a home. He’s using us all – 
irrespective of how we got here – in what he is building. He used the apostles and prophets 
for the foundation. Now he’s using you, fitting you in stone by stone, with Christ Jesus as the 
cornerstone that holds all the parts together. We see it taking shape day after day – a holy 
temple built by God, all of us built into it, a temple in which God is quite at home. 
 
Ephesians 4:1-13 MSG 
I want you to get out there and walk – no better than walking start running! – on the road God 
called you to travel. I don’t want any of you sitting around on your hands. I don’t want anyone 
strolling off, down some path that goes nowhere. And do this with humility and discipline – not in 
fits and starts, but steadily, pouring yourselves out for each other in acts of love, alert at noticing 
differences and quick at mending fences, being apart of the solution not apart of the problem. 
You were all called to travel on the same road and in the same direction, so stay 
together, both outwardly and inwardly. You have one Master, one faith, one baptism, one 
God and Father of all, who rules over all, works through all, and is present in all. Everything you 
are and think and do is permeated with Oneness. 
But that doesn’t mean you should all look and speak and act the same. Out of the generosity of 
Christ, each of us is given his own gift.  
He handed out gifts of apostle, prophet, evangelist, pastor and teacher to train Christ’s followers 
in skilled servant work, working within Christ’s body, THE CHURCH, until we’re all moving 
rhythmically and easily with each other, efficient and graceful in response to God’s Son, fully 
mature adults, fully developed within and without, fully alive like Christ. 
 
 
 


