
SEEKING REFUGE. 
Caring for those in Refugee Camps 
and Informal Settlements

THE PROJECT.   
Informal Education for Syrian 
Refugee Children, Lebanon 

The Syrian conflict has caused the largest displacement 
crisis in the world. There are over 4.8 million refugees 
and 6.3 million internally displaced people (IDPs).¹ Even 
if children and families have fled Syria to neighbouring 
countries, significant risks remain including restricted 
access to services, education and capacity to work. Host 
communities are stretched and many refugees are living in 
poverty without sufficient access to basic needs and 
services. At least half of Syria's refugees are children (at 
least 2.4 million).² 2.9 million Syrian children under the 
age of 5 have grown up knowing nothing but conflict.³ 
Children are at high risk of distress, which can impact 
their long term development.  More than 2.5 million 
Syrian children missing out on school. The protective 
function of education is well documented. Improving 
access to education protects children's cognitive, 
psychological, social and physical wellbeing.  Children 
who go to school are less likely to be subjected to child 
labour or child marriage and are better equipped to face 
their uncertain futures.
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Children face restrictions to accessing formal education 
and the impact of lost schooling will impact heavily on a 
future Syrian society, with significant losses in 
productivity and potential lifetime incomes. Ensuring 

quality access for all refugee children is a difficult task 
and imposes a heavy burden on host governments and 
low levels of school enrolment for Syrian refugees persist 
across the region. In Lebanon, the government has made
efforts to get as many Syrian refugee children as possible 
into schools. This effort and the investment of churches 
and NGOs (many times providing non-formal education) 
has resulted in about half of the Syrian refugee children 
being able to attend school. The need for children to 
access education is great.

PROJECT PARTNER. 
Open Doors
Open Doors have been working with local partners prior 
to the conflict, establishing a network of relationships, 
including with local churches, which meant they could 
respond quickly to support the needs of IDPs who were 
suddenly on the church's doorsteps as conflict intensified
 in the region. Open Doors' mission is to strengthen and 
prepare Christians living in persecution, and to mobilise 
the Australian church to identify with the global body of 
Christ. Open Doors works through local partners to build 
long term relationships in over 60 countries around the 
world. They partner with people who know and 
understand what is needed to see the church strengthened 
and the gospel proclaimed. Their mission is to help the
 local church transform their nation for Jesus.

Please note, this project is non tax deductible. Open 
Doors is regarded as a Religious Organisation for the 
advancement of Christianity and as a consequence 
they do not receive tax deductibility in Australia.

PRAY.
Together we are praying for safety and protection of 
children and families who have been displaced from their 
homes and are seeking refuge in camps and informal 
settlements. We pray for healing from trauma, access to 
education and healthy development for children. We 
pray for compassionate responses from host countries 
and for displaced people to have access to services and 
employment opportunities. We pray for ongoing impact 
through the work of Open Doors and for local churches
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 ¹UNOCHA http://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/2017-humanitarian-needs-overview-syrian-arab-republic-enar
 ²Aljazeera http://www.aljazeera.com/news/2016/05/syria-civil-war-explained-160505084119966.html
 ³UNOCHA as above.
 ⁴Save the Children http://www.eldis.org/vfile/upload/1/document/0708/DOC19478.pdf  
 ⁵Overseas Development Institute https://www.odi.org/sites/odi.org.uk/files/odi-assets/publications-opinion-files/9169.pdf   

Can provide one month of informal 
education for a Syrian refugee child, 
supporting general schooling costs 
including running of the centres, paying 
staff salaries, and providing books and 
other resources.  

 

$50AUD  $38USD  €35  £31  R489



PRAY. cont.
to continue to be the light of Jesus in dark places. We 
pray for hope to be maintained for peace in the region 
and so families can return home and rebuild. 

LOCAL CHURCH AWARENESS.
If you are part of a local church we encourage you to be 
mindful of your local church vision and be sure to 
graciously submit and share your heart with those in 
leadership in your life. We believe we should see this as 
an ‘above and beyond’ endeavour that has the capacity 
to reach out and build bridges into our unchurched 
communities and ultimately be a blessing. 

Visit our website for fundraising 
ideas and financial guidelines.

Give online at 
www.coloursisterhood.com/donate

Please note that if target funding 
is reached for a project we reserve 
the right to transfer any excess 
funds to another Sisterhood project.

Tell us your story! Send us an email 
at coloursisterhood@hillsong.com to 
share how you fundraised for a 
Colour Sisterhood project.

Follow us on social media.

@coloursistahood        

coloursisterhood

The Colour Sisterhood  

OUR DETAILS.

Pastor Jamal leads a church in Lebanon who
took the initiative to invest in education for 
the many Syrian refugee children who are 
unable to access formal schooling. 

They established a community centre and 
with support from Open Doors and others, 
two new centres have been established. 

Hundreds of children attend every day, 
receiving breakfast, lunch and education, 
including lessons in Arabic, English and other 
subjects they would normally study at school. 
Children also have access to counselling at 
the centre. Along with classrooms, the 
centres also have space to run sewing 
courses to provide women with income 
generation opportunities and a laundry hall 
for washing. 

Some Syrian refugees are employed to work 
in the centres, providing a valuable source of 
income for families who have been forced to 
flee the conflict in their nation.
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